20734 


xxjQQooa yjjxxxyx 

VA 6-2034 JTR4-4246 


10/20/66 

^©ar Bill (end Maggie) ( and 1 hope by now ^illien), 

ilinclosod is something I would not ordinerily send, a copy of a letter to Ray 
th-t is 1 rgely self -explanatory . I may be wrong in this, and if he asks your opinion 
and it in contrary to mine, tear me up. If it is not, I hope you can apeak frankly to 
him. ± know he is determ ned to make no ch nges. I think it would then be better to 
drop the whole thing. On the other b nd, he really can do something worthwhile with 
this, even more then 1 wus c rtain of when he end I spoke and when I wrote, for 1 have 
just had « lona-distonce cell from A *ew York re porting whet I had already been told but 
with an addition. The -anchester bo^k does say tb >t only two bullets wore fired. It 
also says that the orren Corn-Asrlon -Iso sold that only twc bullets were fired. *he 
man who pnoned me is in contact with Harper* s, where he sarerently has friends. ^ rmy 
herr from them tomorrow. 'Jow if the ^onch 'ster bo^k cones out right after the first 
of the year with a big stink about bullets, and it will be a God-awful stink if it 
do63 , about which I’ve spoken to Ray briefly end haven’t time to go into detail here, 
any thi tg having to do with bullets will be like a liocnso to print money. 

without help, I m confident I’ll ruin the Manchester book. I’ve been in touch with 
Look end harper&a both in the past, offered them proo’fs contrery to -oancheator’ s 
public statements and strongly represened that the appearanoo of an unofficial white- 
wash would be ad additional national disgrace of incalculable magnitude. I’ve been 
working on this privately for a year in various ways. I also sent Look the stuff you 
saw, so they know its content, too. 

There is the further hazard, returning to Ray, thethwith so little to add to 
what is already public knowledge or with the story incomplete, including his 
failure to use whet io related and is already public knowledge, 1 fear it may injure 
hie reputation. I raey be wrong, but Popkin’ s reputation has not been imported by his 
book. Ray is too nice a guy for peopLe to be saying such things about him when he is 
one of the people ''f whom this could never be true. 

After getting e copy of the Saturday Review last night I irrote an immediate 
and indignant reply to i'ein, politely calling him e liar and e coward, proving he 
misquoted me, eskinr why they took the llborty of editing ray cover, and challenging him 
to a debate in their pages or elsewhere. Completely independently. Jack McKinney, 
whose radio program on CaU is one of the best talk shows and whose clear channel gives 
hia a vast audience that Vince and I (last we k Sylvia, nd she did well. I’m told) 
have already educated on this subject, was outraged at the GR piece. ~*e sounded off 
last night, saying especially nice things about Sauvage, Vince and rie, and almost 
invitin' the judge to ap esr. They phoned me today ind I asked them to challenge the 
Judge to meet me in deb te on their kilocycles. If he does, fine. If he does not, 
fine. In the latter event, after enough time passes for the SR to reply. I’ll nek Jack 
to h- ve me back. **e io a very decent guy, und 1 hove in the past set his phore a to 
Jumping end his oudienco to letter-writing, so h may give me the op ortunity to 
reply to the judge If the judge doesn’t show, uaybe we can ge t a dialogue going. 

nlesf^ein is en swful liar, bigrer then even his story shows, he hasn’t read my 
book, ihetjrwill be wonderful if he shows up. 

Metromedia is making a big thinfc of the panel show, to be aired in LA 8n d I 
suppose ovembor 12, if no announcement has ber.n meue. It is 8-il here, 9-12 in MOT. 

They are taking paid add in the pe peram using extensive spote on their stations, and 
working on ell the psaible tielns. I askBd them (DC) to have e press preview ond if 
desired for rae to be questioned thereafter. They beve agreed. It is to he ll/4, 7:30 
pm, with RSVP invitations to about 100, who wil: ench bo given a copy of ^HITEASH. 


't'h 15 will- cost me money, but I think It Is worth It, Metromedia will provide 
refreshments. They ere even inviting reporters from Baltimore, The station m- nager 
tool the time to lo _ k st the first hour and told me yesterdey It Is very impressive, 
I^we sugrested further that they offer the mutate rs of the Commission an entirely 
privets peview, whether they'll do this, 1 do not know. 

This Manchester thing may be reel big. He just cennot be right. Bid you seo 
the Siegehttaaler letter in Newsweek (I haven't, for x have no timo to reed and still 
no money for subscriptions) but I've had It r; ad to me by phono. One way or another 
'HITEWASH II -sill be available flret, end between the two, I think, s side from the 
vast resources ol ^t'rper^s, the job will be done. I’ve hod private correspondence with 
the Kennedy family ^hich ^ shall not refer to p but going back to l r <st sunr' i er I*ve 
been warning Bobby’s office of the potential for ruin in it for him. 

^ boat to you all. 


linear ^ly, 


